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School Meals Program Contact(s)

Your Community School Meals Program

The DoDEA Americas School Meals Program is dedicated to building student health and academic
achievement in our communities. Daily access to nutritious foods is the foundation for students to reach their full
potential.

Our program provides parents convenience and reduces stress by providing budget friendly meals that are
nutritious, too!
Our program is a participant of the USDA National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program
ensuring the high standards of nutrition of served to your student.

For payment information, please click on "Accounts and Payment" in the menu to the right.

Menus and Forms

Free and Reduced Meals Application

Ft Benning Wellness Policy

Civil Rights Notice

https://dodea.widen.net/content/hwbgorpkj6/original/fort-moore-farm-packet.pdf
https://dodea.widen.net/content/vtzyytak1e/original/fort-moore-wellness-policy-2023.pdf
https://dodea.widen.net/content/tgocfqn1zq/original/usda-civil-rights-notice.pdf
https://dodea.widen.net/content/wpa7l6kdcf/original/linq-connent-faq-smp.pdf


LINQ Connect FAQ's

LWP Model Comparison

Parental Request to Restrict Cafeteria Purchases

Triennial Assessment Tool

School Menus

Meal Prices (Fort Benning)

Meal Prices Breakfast Lunch
Full Price Student $2.25 $3.25

Reduced Price Student Free Free

Adult $3.25 $5.25

Free and Reduced Meals Program

Households may apply for free and reduced meals beginning July 1st of every school year and must reapply
every year since eligibility is only for one year. To apply for free and reduced-price meals you must have the
following information:

1. Student ID number, which is provided after enrollment via email.
2. Service Member’s leave and earnings statement (LES) and spouse pay voucher if working or dual military.
3. Student name as written on your enrollment/registration form.
4. School district as listed in the meal application software:

1. For DoDEA schools in the continental United States enter the name of the military installation at
which you are assigned for duty, with the following exceptions: 1.  MCAS Beaufort – enter “Laurel
Bay”; 2.  Puerto Rico schools – enter “Puerto Rico”.

2. Guam schools – enter “DoDEA – Guam”
3. Iwakuni – enter “DoDEA – MCCS Iwakuni”
4. Navy sites (not Guam) – enter “DoDEA – Navy Exchange”
5. For Army and Air Force military installation in Europe and Pacific, enter “AAFES DoDEA”

Important Note about household income:

https://dodea.widen.net/content/wpa7l6kdcf/original/linq-connent-faq-smp.pdf
https://dodea.widen.net/content/u0or13trbg/original/lwp-model-comparison.pdf
https://dodea.widen.net/content/qndf0y0ssl/original/moore-faith-ms-parental-request-restrict-cafeteria-purchases.pdf
https://dodea.widen.net/content/0g1mpdmiss/original/triennial-assessment-tool.pdf


Enter the full household gross pay (not after tax income)
Include spouse income
Do not include: housing allowance if overseas or if living in privatized housing stateside, COLA,
imminent danger pay or hostile fire pay. 

Apply for free and reduced meals at the website:   https://linqconnect.com/public/meal-application/new
Households can also pay for meals online by registering for the Linq Connect Community at
https://linqconnect.com
AAFES meal information is available at https://www.aafes.com/about-exchange/school-lunch-program/
Navy meal information is available at https://www.mynavyexchange.com/studentmealprogram/Your child
may qualify for free meals or reduced-price meals.

Did you know?

Eligibility for free meals or reduced-price meals is determined by a combination of income and family
size.
An approved meal application may qualify your family for benefits from local, state and federal agencies.

 

Frequently Asked Questions

Below are some common questions and answers to help you with the application process.

1. Who is eligible for free meals regardless of income?
All children in households receiving benefits from SNAP, the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations, TANF or Medicaid are eligible for free meals.
Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are eligible for
free meals.
Children participating in their school’s Head Start program are eligible for free meals.
Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway or migrant are eligible for free meals.
If any of the above apply, contact your School’s Meal Program Director to ensure we have the
most recent information.

2. How do I know if my children qualify as homeless, migrant or runaway?
Do the members of your household lack a permanent address? Are you staying together in a shelter,
hotel, or other temporary housing arrangement? Does your family relocate on a seasonal basis? Are
any children living with you who have chosen to leave their prior family or household? If you
believe children in your household meet these descriptions and haven’t been told your children will
get free meals, please contact your School’s Meal Program Director.

3. I am not eligible under paragraph 1. How else may I qualify for free or reduced-price meals?
Children may receive free or reduced-price meals if your household’s income is within the limits on
the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines. Your children may qualify for free or reduced-price
meals if your household income falls at or below the limits on this chart. For military pay, we
recommend using the monthly information on your LES.

https://linqconnect.com/public/meal-application/new
https://linqconnect.com/
https://www.aafes.com/about-exchange/school-lunch-program/
https://www.mynavyexchange.com/studentmealprogram/


FEDERAL ELIGIBILITY INCOMECHART For 2024-2025 SY
Household size Yearly Monthly Weekly

1 27,861 2,322 536

2 37,814 3,152 728

3 47,767 3,981 919

4 57,720 4,810 1,110

5 67,673 5,640 1,302

6 77,626 6,469 1,493

7 87,579 7,299 1,685

8 97,532 8,128 1,876

Each additional person: +9,953 +830 +192

6. Do I need to fill out an application for each child?
No. Use one Free and Reduced-Price School Meals Application for all students in your household.
We cannot approve an application that is not complete, so be sure to fill out all required information.
We recommend completing the online application. If you are unable to do so, submit applications
completed manually to your School Meals Program Director. Either way, you will be notified of
your children’s eligibility within 10 business days.

7. Should I fill out an application if I received a letter this school year saying my children are approved for
free meals?

No, but please read the letter you received carefully and follow the instructions. If any children in
your household were missing from your eligibility notification, contact your School Meals Program
Director immediately.

8. Can I apply online?
Yes! You are encouraged to complete an online application instead of a paper application if you are
able. The online application has the same requirements and will ask you for the same information as
the paper application. Most families submit application to family.titank12.com to begin or to learn
more about the online application process. Contact your School Meals Program Director if you have
any questions about the online application.



Students attending schools at Quantico, West Point and Puerto Rico submit their application at:
www.lunchapplication.com.

9. Can I submit a paper application?
Yes, you may pick up and return a paper application from your school administration office or the
school cafeteria. Other than English language applications are available upon request.

10. My child’s application was approved last year. Do I need to fill out a new one?
Yes. Your child’s application is only good for that school year. You must send in a new application.
If you do not send in a new application that is approved by your school, your child will be charged
the full price for meals.

11. I get WIC. Can my children get free meals?
Children in households participating in WIC do not automatically qualify for free or reduced-price
meals; however, you may be eligible for free or reduced-price meals based upon the income
eligibility guidelines. Please send in an application.

12. Will the information provided be checked?
Yes. We may also ask you to send written proof of the household income you report.

13. If I don’t qualify now, may I apply later?
Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For example, children with a parent or
guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free and reduced-price meals if the
household income drops below the income limit.

14. What if I disagree with the school’s decision about my application?
You should talk to School Meals Program Director. You also may ask for a hearing by calling:
America’s Chief of Logistics, (678) 907-5792.

15. May I apply if someone in my household is not a U.S. citizen?
Yes. You, your children or other household members do not have to be U.S. citizens to apply for
free or reduced-price meals.

16. What if my income is not always the same?
List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you normally make $1,000 each month,
but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1,000 per
month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime
sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use your current income.

17. What if some household members have no income to report?
Household members may not receive some types of income we ask you to report on the application,
or may not receive income at all. Whenever this happens, please write a 0 in the field. However, if
any income fields are left empty or blank, those will also be counted as zeroes. Please be careful
when leaving income fields blank, as we will assume you meant to do so.

18. Do I have to provide my social security number?
Only the last 4 digits of the social security number of the household’s primary wage earner or
another adult household member (or an indication of “none”) is required.

19. We are in the military. Do we report our income differently?
Your basic pay and cash bonuses must be reported as income. If you get any cash value allowances
for off-base housing, food or clothing, it must also be included as income. However, if your housing
is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing allowance as
income. Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment also is excluded from income.

20. What if there isn’t enough space on the application for my family?
List any additional household members on a separate piece of paper and attach it to your
application.

21. My family needs more help. Are there other programs we might apply for?

http://www.lunchapplication.com


To find out how to apply for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) or other
assistance benefits, contact your local SNAP office.

Need more information?

Contact the School Meals Program Director.

Accounts and Payments

We offer budget-friendly prices and payment methods to feed your child during the day.

Ways to Pay

#1 – Pay online with the TITAN Family portal. You pay with a credit card at linqconnect.com. There is a $2.60
service charge per transaction. You can:

Set up recurring payments.
Get low balance alerts.
View your student’s purchases.
Split payments across several student accounts.
Learn more about LINQ Connect accounts

#2 - Drop off payment at your school’s cafeteria. There is no service fee for this option.

#3 - Send payment to school with your child. Place it in a sealed envelope with the child’s name and amount of
money enclosed clearly written on the outside of the envelope. There is no service fee for this option.

Purchases

Please be advised that payments are due at the time of purchase. Sponsors, guardians and families are
responsible for child purchases.

Checks

When writing checks for school meals:

Make checks payable to: School Meals Program
Write the child's name in the check's memo section.
If the check is written to pay for meals for more than one child, designate on the check the amount to place
in each child's account.

Returned Checks

If a check is returned due to insufficient funds, the school will notify the parent. A service charge will be added
to the check total. The parent/sponsor will make cash payment to the School Meals Program. The privilege to

https://linqconnect.com/main
https://www.dodea.edu/americas/meal-payment-portal


use checks will be suspended until the delinquent check and service charge are paid in full.

Family Unpaid Meal Charges Procedures

DoDEA is committed to providing nutritious meals, promoting healthy eating habits, and maintaining the
financial integrity of the National School Lunch and the School Breakfast programs. These procedures were
established to recover unpaid meal charges (debt) from families whose students have received meals in good
faith, while remaining sensitive to challenges families face while honoring their unique responsibilities.

Unpaid Meal Charges Procedures

 

Make Breakfast your First Class of the Day!

Why eat School Breakfast?

Children who eat school breakfast have better attendance rates, improved behavior, decreased tardiness,
and have better comprehension and memory in class.
School breakfast can help protect students against obesity and long-term health outcomes.  It can also stop
hunger-related tummy aches and headaches, decreasing visits to the school nurse.
Eating school breakfast helps save money and gives family one less thing in the morning to worry about. 
Students can reliably eat a healthy, balanced meal every day.

Fort Benning Breakfast Flyer

Additional Information

Nutrition

Qualified child nutrition professionals provide students with access to a variety of affordable, nutritious and
appealing foods that meet the health and nutrition needs of students.

Food Allergies

Does your student have a food allergy? If so, please coordinate with the school nurse.

Fort Benning Wellness

https://dodea.widen.net/content/fyrpj2fbwb/original/southeast-family-unpaid-meal-charges-procedures.pdf
https://dodea.widen.net/s/smvw6qcglp/school-breakfast-outreach-flyer-fort-benning.pdf


We invite all Fort Benning students, parents, staff members, and community members to participate in our Local
Wellness Committee meetings.  The Fort Benning Local Wellness Policy is continually being revised and
updated.  For more information on meetings, to join the wellness team, or just provide your input, please contact
the School Meals Program Director.

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay
Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: 
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-
9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address,
telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The
completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email:
Program.Intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

De acuerdo con la ley federal de derechos civiles y las normas y políticas de derechos civiles del Departamento
de Agricultura de los Estados Unidos (USDA), esta entidad está prohibida de discriminar por motivos de raza,
color, origen nacional, sexo (incluyendo identidad de género y orientación sexual), discapacidad, edad, o
represalia o retorsión por actividades previas de derechos civiles.

La información sobre el programa puede estar disponible en otros idiomas que no sean el inglés. Las personas
con discapacidades que requieren medios alternos de comunicación para obtener la información del programa

https://dodea.widen.net/content/vtzyytak1e/original/fort-moore-wellness-policy-2024.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


(por ejemplo, Braille, letra grande, cinta de audio, lenguaje de señas americano (ASL), etc.) deben comunicarse
con la agencia local o estatal responsable de administrar el programa o con el Centro TARGET del USDA al
(202) 720-2600 (voz y TTY) o comuníquese con el USDA a través del Servicio Federal de Retransmisión al
(800) 877-8339.

Para presentar una queja por discriminación en el programa, el reclamante debe llenar un formulario AD-3027,
formulario de queja por discriminación en el programa del USDA, el cual puede obtenerse en línea en:
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027s.pdf, de cualquier oficina de USDA, llamando al
(866) 632-9992, o escribiendo una carta dirigida a USDA. La carta debe contener el nombre del demandante, la
dirección, el número de teléfono y una descripción escrita de la acción discriminatoria alegada con suficiente
detalle para informar al Subsecretario de Derechos Civiles (ASCR) sobre la naturaleza y fecha de una presunta
violación de derechos civiles. El formulario AD-3027 completado o la carta debe presentarse a USDA por:

(1) correo:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

o

(2) fax:
(833) 256-1665 o (202) 690-7442; 

o

(3) correo electrónico:
program.intake@usda.gov

Esta institución es un proveedor que ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.

Contacts

Gray, Cathy

Director

School Meals Program
762-524-6122

Ross, Iesha

Cafeteria Manager

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027s.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
mailto:cathy.holmes@dodea.edu
mailto:cathy.holmes@dodea.edu
mailto:iesha.ross@dodea.edu


School Meals Program
762-524-6500

Smith, Savannah

Assistant Child Nutrition Director

School Meals Program
762-524-6121

Patti, Marie

District Director

School Meals Program
762-524-6108

On this page

Printed on Thursday, April 3, 2025 - 00:05. For the latest version of this content please visit
https://faithms.dodea.edu/print/pdf/node/296.

mailto:iesha.ross@dodea.edu
mailto:savannah.smith@dodea.edu
mailto:savannah.smith@dodea.edu
mailto:marie.patti@dodea.edu
mailto:marie.patti@dodea.edu

